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West Midlands Spirituality and Faith in Mental Health and Spirituality in Health and Social Care, Joint Networks
Dear Colleagues,

We are continuing our regular joint meetings of the two interrelated networks through into 2010, as it seems sensible to combine as closely as possible evidence-based practice and practice-based evidence.

The format of the meetings will partly be determined by the people who attend on the day and their needs/perspectives, but it allows for both plenary and specific sessions. The standard format looks like this:

· Gather and coffee
· Reflection

· Presentation

· Separate groups considering specific aspects e.g. research, practice, curriculum etc

· Plenary session

Meetings for 2009/10

1st December 2009

Venue:  Northcroft Hospital [BSMHFT], Reservoir Road, Erdington, Birmingham
Topic: ‘Professional Attitudes to Spirituality’ research survey, 

Presenters:  Maddy Parkes and Peter Gilbert
2nd February 2010

Venue:  Learning Centre, SSSMHFT, Stafford. 

Topic: ‘Equalities.  Presenter: Ranjit Senghera 
Topic: Policy Drivers and Levers. Presenter: Peter Gilbert.

26th April 2010 (Monday)

Venue:  St Andrews, new Stirchley centre, Birmingham 

  Topic: ‘Mindfullness’ 
  Presenter: Julian Bowers
6th July 2010


Venue: University of Worcester


Topic: Spirituality and Education


Presenter: Janice Clarke


12th October 2010


Venue: Learning Centre, Stafford


Topic: TBA


Presenter: TBA

7th December 2010


Venue: Northcroft Hospital, Birmingham


Topic: TBA


Presenter: TBA
 
All meeting are 10am to 3pm (for a 10.30am start) and follow the format  set out above,  so that the two groups can meet together for a planned topic; meet to plan separate issues; and then meet together to agree actions.

Possible future topics 
You are welcome to suggest ideas for other topics and speakers to the Network Chairs: Pastor Sandra Thomas [via Maddy Parkes and Peter Gilbert], Ranjit Senghera and Professor Bernard Moss.
E.g.
· Assessing spiritual needs

· Work with specific faith communities

· Training for staff

· IPE

· Research (link with BASS)

· African Caribbean studies

· Spirituality and Religion: congruence and difference
· Updates on the National scene 

The Combined Network is aimed at supporting and developing:

· Chaplains and spiritual and pastoral care workers

· Service user and carer reps on Spiritual Care steering groups

· DRE workers

· Academics

· Voluntary sector workers

· Faith leaders

Leading to agreed actions to improve practice

Peter Gilbert, 27.10.09
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