CAMHS/Children’s Services Examples of Good Practice

Proforma

1  Name/Title of Project/Programme/Service:
Andria Falk – CARMEN Team Manager, CAMHS (Child & Adolescent Mental 

Health Service) 
2  Address of the above:
Evergreen Place

   18 Lichfield Street

    Walsall

    WS1 1TJ
3  Name and Address of Lead Practitioner:

    As above

4  Brief description of the work 
The CARMEN team works regularly with the Education Department at a number of levels.  As the CAMHS team that works with young people who are looked after, on the Child Protection Register or adopted, networking with all the professional network around a child is crucial.  When appropriate, education staff attend consultations about a child before we work with them, and also attend subsequent multi-agency reviews, planning meetings etc.  We liaise with Schools and Education Units in a number of other circumstances:  eg, when a young person we are working with is having difficulty in school, when a child's therapy is affecting how they are in school, etc.  We also liaise with education at a strategic level.  For example, I am a member of a CAMHS workforce planning group that is chaired by the lead Educational Psychologist.  We also liaise with the Education Department in relation to young people who are looked after in residential units or foster placements who are returning to or at risk of going out of borough.   I meet fortnightly with colleagues from Education and Social Care to ensure a seamless service from all the partner agencies for these children.  In Walsall we pride ourselves on our partnership working. 
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